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The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  C.  H.  Southorn,  J.P.) 

(to  Nov.,  1937) 
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A.  England,  J.P. 

Fetherston-Dilke,  J.P. 
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Kerruish. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Alderman  MASON  (Chairman). 

The  Mayor. 

Mr.  Councillor  Hunt. 

Mr.  „  Rev.  J.  A.  MURRAY. 

Miss  „  Sargeaunt. 

Mrs.  Atkinson. 

„  Olive. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


(a). — Medical.  1.  Whole  Time: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer : 

W.  L.  Goldie,  O.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.  Eng.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H.  Died  4th  May. 

H.  Gibbons  Ward,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  Acting  until 
31st  August. 

E.  R.  Gilmore,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (London  &  Manch.), 
D.T.M.  Commenced  1st  September. 


2.  Part  Time: 

On  Staff  of  Warneford  Hospital . 

Consulting  Obstetric  Surgeon : 

G.  G.  Alderson,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  F.R.C.S.  Eng. 

Surgeon  for  Diseases  of  Ear ,  Nose  and  Throat : 

Donald  A.  P.  Macalister,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.  Ed.,  D.L.O. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon : 

E.  Ll.  Howell  Jones,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Surgeon  in  Charge  of  X-Ray  Department : 

A.  H.  Laird,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.M.R.E. 

Surgeon  in  Charge  of  Orthopaedic  Dept. : 

F.  Wilson  Stuart,  M.D.,  Ch.M. 

Dental  Surgeon:  Leslie  E.  Hanson,  L.D.S. 

(b). — Others.  1.  Whole  Time. 

Sanitary  Inspectors: 

G.  H.  Hammond.*  ||  A.  J.  Smith." 

Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  and  Inspector  under  the  Shops  Acts  : 

J.  H.  Booth. 

Health  Visitors : 

(Whole  Time)  Miss  L.  NormingtonJ  +  1T 
(Half  Time)  Miss  C.  Ramsay§]T  Ceased  1st  November. 
(Half  Time)  Miss  H.  A.  ShuttI  I  ^  Commenced  6th  December. 

Clerk  :  Miss  W.  Webb. 

2.  Part  Time  : 

Public  A  nalysts : 

W.  T.  Rigby,  F.I.C. 

F.  G.  D.  Chalmers,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Veterinary  Inspector:  E.  RlNGER,  M.R.C.V.S. 

*  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

+  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

II  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspecting  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

51  Three  Years  General  Trained  Nurse. 

+  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

§  Health  Visitor’s  Probation  Certificate,  University  of  Edinburgh. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Hamilton  House, 

Leamington  Spa, 

16th  June,  1938. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  of  the  Borough,  which  is  the  58th  of  the  series. 

Apart  from  some  minor  modifications,  and  an  occasional  delving 
into  the  past  as  a  matter  of  interest,  the  Report  follows  closely  upon 
the  usual  lines. 

Tribute  was  paid  to  the  valuable  services  of  my  predecessor,  in 
office  during  17  years,  by  Dr.  Gibbons  Ward — the  Acting  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  four  months — in  the  previous  Annual  Report 
which  he  edited  shortly  after  Dr.  Goldie’s  death. 

One  of  the  outstanding  events  of  the  year  was  the  coming  into 
operation  on  1st  October  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  for  the 
middle  of  1937  was  30,000,  being  270  more  than  the  previous  year, 
whereas  the  natural  decrease  as  expressed  by  the  excess  of  deaths 
over  births  was  98. 

Of  the  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  was  more  than  double  that  during  the  previous  year,  but 
Diphtheria  remained  approximately  the  same. 

The  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  showed  a  large  increase 
in  Mumps  and  Chicken  Pox. 

Only  20  new  houses  were  built  by  the  Corporation  during  the 
year,  bringing  the  total  owned  by  them  up  to  672.  On  the  other 
hand,  215  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise,  and  16  were 
converted  in  various  ways. 

I  have  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  cordial  support  of  the 
Council,  the  kindly  help  and  advice  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  Dr. 
Gibbons  Ward,  the  co-operation  of  other  officials,  and  finally,  the 
loyal  assistance  of  the  members  of  my  staff. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  GILMORE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937 


Estimated  Population,  middle  of  1937  ... 

30,000 

Natural  Decrease  of  Population,  1937  ... 

98 

Birth-rate  ... 

12*8  per  1,000 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

16A 

Death-rate  (corrected  for  Age  and  Sex  Consti¬ 
tution.  Standardising  factor  of  1931) 

12*5 

Infantile  Mortality,  per  1,000  Births 

31T 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0*23  per  1,000 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-rate 

0’26 

Other  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  ... 

0‘23 

Cancer  Death-rate 

2*83 

Average  Age  at  Death 

61  years. 

Density  of  Population  per  Acre... 

10*58 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  BOROUGH. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,833 

Population  (Census,  1931)  ...  ...  ...  29,669 

,,  Estimated  middle  of  1937  ...  ...  30,000 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1937  (according  to 

Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,102 

Number  of  Private  Families  (Census,  1931)  ...  8,087 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^*311,886 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ^*1,203  4s.  lOd. 


As  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  the  town  is  mainly  residential 
in  character,  there  being  only  three  factories  of  any  size.  It  caters 
chiefly  for  visitors  and  those  who  come  to  the  Spa  for  medical  treat¬ 
ment. 

The  Manager  of  the  Pump  Rooms  reports  that  the  small 
swimming  bath  was  again  kept  open  during  the  Winter  months. 
The  total  number  of  those  using  both  baths  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  31st  December,  1937,  was  100,589.  The  average 
attendance  per  week  during  the  Summer  season  was  3,625,  and 
during  the  Winter  season,  565. 
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EXTRACT  FROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS 

OF  YEAR. 

Total, 

Males. 

Females, 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

371 

199 

172 

Illegitimate 

14 

7 

7 

Birth-rate 

12*8 

Still  Births — Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  41. 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  483  ...  181  ...  302 

Death-rate  ...  16’ 1 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child-Birth — 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

From  other  Causes...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  Births — 


Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31'1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Total .  31T 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  1 


POPULATION. 

The  Natural  decrease  of  population,  expressed  by  the  difference 
between  the  number  of  Births  and  Deaths,  was  98.  The  population 
as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- General  for  the  middle  of  1937,  was 
30,000. 
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BIRTHS. 

385  Births  (increase  of  37)  were  registered  during  1937,  and 
their  distribution  as  to  Wards  together  with  the  deaths,  is  indicated 
in  Table  I.  The  Birth-rate  for  1937  was  12*8  per  1,000.  There 
were  206  Males  and  179  Females  born,  being  in  the  proportion  of 
115  Males  to  100  Females. 


The  births  were  notified  through  the  following  channels : — 


Doctor 

Registrar 

Midwife  or 
Maternity  Nurse 

Total 

18 

1 

342 

361 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

14  Illegitimate  Births  were  registered  during  the  year.  This 
figure  and  the  corresponding  rates  are  compared  with  those  for  the 
previous  10  years: — 


Year. 

All  Births. 

Illegitimate 

Births. 

Illegitimate 

Birth-rate. 

Percentage 
of  all  Births 

1928 

421 

33 

no 

7*8 

1929 

394 

32 

1*08 

8*1 

1930 

414 

22 

*74 

5*3 

1931 

385 

25 

*84 

6*4 

1932 

361 

26 

*85 

7*2 

1933 

360 

21 

*69 

5*8 

1934 

336 

26 

*86 

7*7 

1935 

362 

20 

*66 

5*5 

1936 

348 

27 

*90 

7*7 

1937 

385 

14 

*46 

3*6 

MARRIAGES. 

The  number  of  Marriages  during  the  year  was  235.  This 
includes  all  marriages  in  the  Churches  and  all  marriages  in  the 
Chapels  having  an  authorised  parson ;  but  with  regard  to  marriages 
registered  by  the  Registrar,  only  including  those  where  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  resided  in  Leamington.  If  we  could  claim  them 
all,  the  marriage  rate  would  be  7*8  per  1,000  living. 
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DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  this  district  during  1937 
was  482.  Of  these,  110  were  deaths  of  non-residents.  On  the  other 
hand,  111  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered 
elsewhere.  The  figures  thus  corrected,  the  nett  number  of  deaths 
belonging  to  the  Borough  was  483,  giving  a  Death-rate  of  16*1  per 
1,000. 

The  necessity  for  the  correction  of  the  Death-rate  according  to 
the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population  is  a  matter  of  some 
importance.  The  Registrar- General  has  provided  the  “  Standard¬ 
izing  Factor”  based  on  the  census  of  1931,  and  which  he  estimates 
at  '78.  The  corrected  death-rate  is  therefore  12*5. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  LEAMINGTON  SPA  IN  1937. 


(From  General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House). 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


All  Causes 

181 

.  .  . 

302 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  ... 

— 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

3 

6 

Influenza 

6 

22 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

4 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

3 

11 

Syphilis  ... 

1 

— 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 
(Tabes  Dorsalis) 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

29 

59 

14 

Diabetes... 

2 

4 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

7 

12 

16 

Heart  Disease  ... 

44 

82 

17 

Aneurysm 

1 

.  .  . 

— 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

13 

«  »  • 

26 

11 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

19 

Bronchitis 

2 

10 

20 

Pneumonia,  all  forms  ... 

10 

7 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

— 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

3 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

1 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

1 

4 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

4 

7 

28 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

6 

10 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

. . .  — 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

3 

31 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 
Birth,  Malformations,  etc.  ... 

5 

3 

32 

Senility  ... 

4 

7 

33 

Suicide  ... 

3 

2 

34 

Other  Violence  ... 

10 

11 

35 

Other  defined  Diseases 

16 

18 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

— 

— 

37 

Diarrhoea,  2  years  and  over 

— 

— 

The  average  age  at  death  was  61’ 7. 


The  306  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  may,  with  interest,  be 
analysed  as  follows  : — 

Age  at  Death  :  65-75.  75-85  85  and  over. 

119  ...  131  ...  56 


One  lady  died  during  the  year  at  the  age  of  100.  Apart  from 
a  male  centenarian  who  died  here  a  few  years  ago,  some  previous 
female  centenarians  in  Leamington  were  as  follows : — 


Year  of  Death. 
1878 
1884 
1933 
1936 


Age 

104 

100 

103 

100 
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INQUESTS. 


54  Inquests  were  held :  27  on  males,  and  27  on  females.  The 
findings  of  the  Jury  were  as  follows  : — 


Accidental  Deaths 
Natural  Causes 

Suicide  while  of  Unsound  Mind 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Excessive  Alcoholism 
Open  Verdict 


27 

19 

4 

1 

2 

1 


Table  I. 

Distribution  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  four  Wards. 


Wards. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Natural 
Decrease  of 
Population. 

North-East 

61 

81 

20 

South-East 

117 

150 

33 

West 

138 

157 

19 

Milverton  and  Lillington 

69 

95 

26 

Total 

385 

483 

98 

13 


The  Yellow  Line  shows  the  Birth-Rate.  The  Red  Line  shows  the  Death-Rate. 
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Table  II. 

POPULATION,  BIRTH,  AND  DEATH-RATES,  Etc. 

From  1908  to  1937. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Infantile 

Zymotic 

Population. 

per  1000. 

per  1000. 

Mortality. 

Death-rate. 

1908 

27.217 

157 

15*0 

84*1 

0*33 

1909 

27,252 

15*8 

14*1 

101'8 

0*40 

1910 

27,360 

15*1 

14*7 

74*9 

0*44 

1911 

26,739 

1 7*3 

1 5*8 

88*5 

0*67 

1912 

26,690 

17*8 

14*9 

73*3 

0*07 

1913 

26,671 

17*2 

14*2 

80*6 

0*63 

1914 

26,652 

16  5 

13*4 

86*1 

0*49 

1915 

25,912 

177 

18*3 

95*6 

1*07 

1916 

27,888 

15*9 

16*9 

747 

0*14 

1917 

25,654 

13*6 

18  0 

87*2 

0*58 

1918 

30,730 

14*0 

17*8 

72*2 

0*18 

1919 

29,498 

15*4 

13*6 

52*6 

0*06 

1920 

29,445 

22*2 

13*0 

62*6 

0*27 

1921 

28,560 

18*9 

12*94 

64*1 

0*30 

1922 

28,740 

18  0 

13*9 

58*0 

0*24 

1923 

28.790 

16*2 

13*5 

57*5 

0*34 

1924 

29,260 

15*4 

13*9 

64*1 

0*41 

1925 

29,360 

147 

15*7 

62*3 

0*27 

1926 

30,040 

13*6 

14*6 

75*6 

0*43 

1927 

30,050 

13*5 

14*1 

68*6 

0*19 

1928 

29,760 

14*1 

13*7 

61*7 

0*16 

1929 

29,450 

13*3 

15*1 

68*5 

0*27 

1930 

29,450 

14*0 

13*3 

36*2 

0*13 

1931 

29,490 

13*0 

14*8 

54*5 

0*03 

1932 

30,270 

11*9 

15*6 

47*0 

0*19 

1933 

30,160 

11*9 

14*3 

41*6 

0*03 

1934 

30,050 

11*1 

13*0 

8*9 

0*13 

1935 

29,880 

12*1 

16*9 

49*7 

0*50 

1936 

29,730 

117 

15*5 

45*9 

0*26 

1937 

30,000 

12*8 

16*1 

31*1 

0*23 

30  years’  Average 

15*0 

14*8 

64*3 

0*31 

15 


STILL-BIRTHS. 

16  Notices  were  received  from  the  Borough  Treasurer,  acting 
as  Registrar  of  Cemeteries,  of  which  8  were  males  and  8  females. 
The  deaths,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  were  due  as  follows 
Macerated  Foetus,  1;  Shock,  2;  Puerperal  Fever,  2;  Album¬ 
inuria,  1  ;  Premature  Birth,  1  ;  Breech  Presentation,  4  ;  Mal- 
physique  of  Mother,  1  ;  Illness  of  Mother,  1  ;  Face  Presentation, 
1  ;  Unknown,  2. 

The  percentage  of  Still-Births  to  Live-Births  was  4’1. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  31 T.  The  figure  for  the  148 
smaller  towns  (adjusted  populations,  25,000  to  50,000)  was  55. 

For  those  who  regret  the  passing  of  the  “  good  old  days  ”  I 
would  inform  them  that  the  local  average  infantile  mortality  rate 
during  the  five  years  1891-95  was  140. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Leamington  Annual 
Report  for  1889: — “The  abnormal  infantile  mortality  amongst  the 
poor  is  doubtless  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  neglect  (in  some 
instances  it  is  to  be  found  intentional,  induced  by  the  temptation 

offered  by  Infantile  Life  Assurance  Societies), . ”  It  is 

significant  that  for  several  years  following  this,  the  M.O.H.  con¬ 
sidered  it  necessary  to  state  the  proportion  insured  of  those  children 
dying  under  five  years  ! 
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Table  III. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


Year. 

Leamington 

Spa. 

England  and 
Wales. 

1917 

- 

87 

- 

97 

1918 

- 

72 

- 

97 

1919 

- 

52 

- 

89 

1920 

- 

62 

- 

80 

1921 

- 

64 

- 

83 

1922 

- 

57 

- 

69 

1923 

- 

57 

- 

69 

1924 

- 

64 

- 

75 

1925 

- 

62 

- 

75 

1926 

- 

75 

- 

67 

1927 

- 

68 

- 

69 

1928 

- 

61 

- 

60 

1929 

- 

68 

- 

74 

1930 

- 

36 

- 

60 

1931 

- 

54 

- 

66 

1932 

- 

47 

- 

65 

1933 

- 

41 

- 

64 

1934 

- 

9 

- 

59 

1935 

- 

49 

- 

57 

1936 

- 

46 

- 

59 

1937 

31 

m 

58 

Chart  Showing  Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  in  Leamington  since  1908. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  was  12.  Of 
Of  this  number,  7  were  neonatal  deaths,  i.e .,  children  under  4  weeks 
of  age. 

The  causes  of  death  in  these  were  as  follows  : — (l)  Prema¬ 
turity,  4;  Congenital  Defects,  3. 

Four  pairs  of  twins  were  born  during  the  year. 


Table  IV. 

CAUSES  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY,  1931  to  1937. 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Total 

Deaths 

7  years. 

Marasmus... 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

8 

Premature  Birth  ... 

8 

12 

5 

1 

2 

5 

4 

37 

Bronchitis... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

Pneumonia 

5 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

5 

2 

2 
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Congenital  Defects 

4 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

5 

2 

3 

18 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough ... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Non-Tuberculous  Men’gitis 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Miliary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Asphyxia  ... 

«  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  Causes 

. . . 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Total  Deaths  below  1  year 

21 

17 

15 

3 

18 

16 

12 

102 

Rate  per  1000  Births 

54’5 

47'0 

41'6 

8*9 

497 

45’9 

31*1 

39‘8 
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CENSUS,  1931. 

The  Census  Returns  since  1851  are  as  follows: — 

1851  ...  15,723 

1861  ...  17,402 

1871  ...  20,917 

1881  ...  22,976 

1891  ...  26,930 

1901  ...  26,888 

1911  ...  26,713 

1921  ...  28,560 

1931  ...  29,669 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Detailed  information  was  given  regarding  these  services  in  the 
annual  report  for  1930. 

MIDWIVES. 

These  are  under  the  control  of  the  Warwickshire  County 
Council.  During  the  year  there  were  7  qualified  Midwives  practising 
in  the  town,  and  in  addition,  there  were  12  Nurses  holding  the 
C.M.B.  Certificate  connected  with  various  Nursing  Homes,  who 
attended  occasional  cases. 

MA  TERN  A  L  MORTA  LITY . 

There  were  3  deaths  during  the  year  in  consequence  of 
child-birth. 

The  causes  of  death  were  notified  as  :  — 

1.  1  (a)  Acute  Pulmonary  Oedema. 

(5)  Albuminuria  of  Pregnancy,  Hyperpiesia. 

2.  1  ( a )  Obstetric  Shock. 

(5)  Failed  Forceps. 

(c)  Face  Presentation,  Mento-Posterior. 

3.  1  (a)  Post  Partum  Eclampsia. 

(5)  Subarachnoid  Haemorrhage. 

Children  of  1  to  5  years  of  age  can  be  brought  to  the  Weekly 
Session  held  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  children  who 
attend  the  Clinic  (and  all  others  as  far  as  possible)  are  regularly 
visited  up  to  the  time  of  school  age  at  least  once  a  quarter  during 
the  third  year,  and  twice  a  year  during  the  fourth  and  fifth  year. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  TREA  TMENT. 

In  April,  1935,  an  agreement  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Board  was  entered  into  between  the  Town  Council  and  the  Warneford 
Hospital,  that  all  Orthopaedic  cases  should  be  treated  on  payment  at 
a  special  Clinic  established  at  the  Hospital  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
F.  Wilson  Stuart.  During  the  year  49  cases  received  treatment,  22 
of  which  were  children  under  school  age.  In  addition,  early  cases 
of  rickets  are  treated  at  the  Council’s  Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic,  and 
cod  liver  oil,  splints,  and  surgical  boots  and  irons  provided  for 
necessitous  cases  free  of  cost. 

One  child,  aged  two  years,  suffering  from  advanced  Rickets, 
was  admitted  to  Paybody  Convalescent  Home  for  in-patient 
treatment  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES . 

In  1937,  there  were  11  nursing  homes  on  the  register  including 
the  Warneford  Hospital,  of  which  2  were  for  maternity  cases  only, 
and  4  for  medical  cases. 

All  were  visited  at  least  once  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  periodically  by  the  Health  Visitor,  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

One  establishment,  suspected  of  being  run  as  an  unregistered 
nursing  home,  was  thoroughly  inspected  and  all  the  inmates  inter¬ 
viewed.  The  manageress  afforded  the  M.O.H.  every  facility,  and 
agreed  to  allow  him  to  visit  it  at  any  future  time  should  he  so  desire 
for  the  purpose  of  investigation.  At  his  request  the  wording  of  a 
misleading  advertisement  was  altered. 

These  premises  had  caused  the  concern  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  on  more  than  one  previous  occasion,  and  the  lessee  had  been 
warned  by  the  late  Dr.  Goldie. 

Certificates  of  exemption  from  registration  were  granted  to  the 
Home  for  Incurables  and  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies. 

SCHOOLS . 

There  is  nothing  of  special  note  to  report  with  reference  to 
these  during  1937. 
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INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  (under  Part  I.  of  the  Children’s 
Act,  1908,  as  amended  by  the  Children  and  Young  Persons’ 
Act,  1932,  and  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  from 
1st  October,  1937). 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  who  were  nursing 
children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  8. 

During  1937,  4  persons  notified  that  they  had  undertaken 
the  charge  of  children.  7  children  were  transferred  to  their  own 
parents,  2  were  legally  adopted,  and  1  child’s  name  was  removed 
from  the  register  upon  attaining  the  age  of  9  years.  One  child  was 
removed  to  the  care  of  another  foster-mother,  and  one  was  returned 
to  the  Waifs  and  Strays  Society. 

The  number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  is  2,  both  being 
Health  Visitors  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Reports  are  furnished  from  time  to  time  regarding  the  suitability 
of  local  persons  who  apply  to  adopt  children  through  the  National 
Adoption  Society. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  Water  of  the  town  is  derived  from  three  sources : — (a) 
The  Campion  Terrace  Well,  functioning  since  1878,  (b)  The 
Lillington  Well,  opened  in  1898,  (c)  The  Brewery  Well  in 
Lillington  Avenue,  purchased  by  the  Corporation  in  1935.  Their 
respective  distances  from  the  Town  Hall  are  0’6,  2,  and  1  miles. 

Samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  quarterly  and  all  proved  satisfactory,  though  as  obtains 
throughout  a  great  part  of  Warwickshire  the  degree  of  hardness  was 
very  high. 
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For  the  distribution  of  the  water  supply  for  domestic  purposes, 
some  47  miles  of  mains  have  been  laid.  During  the  year  a  further 
3,897  yards  of  new  town  water  mains  were  added. 


The  quantity  of  Water  pumped  during  1937  was  as  follow's  : — * 


From 

Campion  Terrace  ... 

178,558,000  gallons 

>> 

Lillington  ... 

...  108,855,000  „ 

>> 

Brewery  Well 

35,248,000  „ 

>> 

River 

63,110,000  ,, 

For  some  years  there  has  been  very  little  yearly  variation  in 
the  amount  of  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head.  For  1937  the 
consumption  was  29’54  gallons  per  head  as  against  28’47  in  1936. 

In  addition,  river  water  to  the  amount  of  3*35  gallons  per  head 
was  supplied  to  residents,  or  including  that  to  Railway  Companies, 
5*75  gallons  per  head. 


Two  reports  during  the  year  of  the  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
Examinations  are  as  follows  : — 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION, 
December,  1937. 


Colony  Count  of 
Bacteria  per  c.c. 

at  37  C.  at  20  C.  Coli-Aerogenes  Test. 


1.  Lillington 


5 


2  Absent  from  100  c.c. 


2.  Campion  Terrace  ...  2  1 

3.  Central  Depot  (Brewery)  2  10 


All  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  streptococci  in  50  c.c., 
and  from  the  spores  of  b.  Welchii  in  100  c.c. 


Comment . — Results  quite  satisfactory. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS,  September,  1937. 


(Expressed 

in  parts  per  100,000). 

Campion 

Lillington. 

Terrace. 

Brewery. 

1 

2 

3 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

...  Trace 

0*000  ... 

0*000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

...  0*006 

0*004  ... 

0*004 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

...  2*100  ... 

3*900  ... 

2*500 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  Trace 

Trace  ... 

Trace 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Perman¬ 

ganate  at  80°  F.  in  4  hours  ...  0*008 

0*005  ... 

0*002 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°  C. 

...  40*000  ... 

74*000  ... 

54*000 

|  Temporary 

...  12*800  ... 

17*200  ... 

16*800 

Hardness  j  Permanent 

...  16*400  ... 

32*400  ... 

20*800 

(Total 

...  29*200  ... 

49*600  ... 

37*600 

Appearance:  1,  2  and  3. 

Bright.  Few  small  particles. 

Metals 

absent. 


Comment. — The  results  detailed  above  show  that  all  three  waters  are 
of  excellent  quality,  and  suitable  for  use  as  Public  Supplies. 


RIVERS. 

The  River  Leam,  wdiich  runs  through  the  middle  of  the  town, 
rises  in  Northamptonshire  and  is  joined  by  the  Itchen  near  Marton, 
passes  through  Offchurch  and  Leamington,  and  joins  the  Avon 
between  the  Portobello  and  Warwick  Bridges.  The  river  Avon 
forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  town  for  a  little  over  half-a-mile. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

A  full  report  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme,  which  is  by 
means  of  Settlement  Tanks  and  Filters  on  land  at  Heathcote, 
was  contained  in  the  report  for  1929.  During  the  year,  the  general 
character  of  the  sewage  effluent  was  satisfactory,  and  no  complaints 
were  received. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  cottages  in  the  Lillington  district, 
the  houses  throughout  the  town  are  supplied  with  water  closets. 


SCAVENGING. 

Approximately  9,307  tons  of  refuse  were  destroyed. 

NUISANCES  BY  DOGS. 

This  byelaw,  in  operation  since  1st  July,  1935,  has  not  had  the 
salutary  effect  that  was  hoped,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  framed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  successful  prosecutions  very  improbable. 
Accordingly,  the  state  of  the  footways  of  the  Borough,  and  more 
particularly  the  Parade,  continues  to  offend  the  senses  of  residents 
and  visitors  through  the  careless  indifference  of  dog-owners. 

It  should  be  realised,  moreover,  that  quite  apart  from  aesthetic 
considerations,  the  resulting  menace  to  health  is  not  negligible,  for 
the  introduction  of  canine  filth  into  houses  through  the  agency  of 
footwear,  especially  when  there  are  infants  and  toddlers,  may  aid  the 
propagation  of  a  certain  serious  worm  disease,  in  addition  to  causing 
indirect  contamination  of  foodstuffs  and  diarrhoeal  complaints. 

It  is  suggested  here  that  consideration  might,  with  advantage, 
be  given  to  a  re-modelling  of  the  byelaw  in  question  on  such  lines 
for  instance  as  that  in  operation  in  a  certain  well-known  seaside 
resort,  where  the  owner  of  an  offending  dog  may  be  prosecuted 
despite  the  fact  that  the  animal  may  not  have  been  on  a  lead  at  the 
time  of  the  offence. 
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SANITARY  WORK  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 

Number  of  complaints  received,  222. 

Number  of  Notices  served: — Formal,  3  ;  Informal,  176. 
Number  of  Notices  complied  with,  186;  Outstanding,  8. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  EXECUTED. 

Total  number  of  visits  made  to  premises  ...  ...  ...  2200 

Visits  in  Relation  to  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases...  ...  135 

Visits  in  Relation  to  Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  ...  35 

Patients  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  117 

Patients  isolated  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Steam  disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Notices  to  Librarian  re  Infected  Houses  ...  ...  11 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  103 

,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

,,  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  523 

,,  Food  Shops  and  Premises  ...  ...  ...  809 

,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  160 

,,  Offensive  Trades  Premises  ...  ...  ...  19 

* 

,,  Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  81 

,,  Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  116 

Number  of  Smoke  Tests  applied  to  Drains  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Chemical  Tests  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  ...  27 

,,  Water  Tests  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Dwelling-Houses. 

Total  number  repaired  or  otherwise  made  fit  ...  ...  90 

Roofs  repaired  (house,  scullery,  W.C.  etc.)  ...  ...  23 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Floors  re-paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  made  good  or  renewed  (rooms)  99 
Rooms  re-decorated  or  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  147 

Windows  repaired  and/or  made  to  open  ...  ...  9 

Through  ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Doors  repaired  or  rehung  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Doors  provided  with  Weather-boards  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Firegrates  provided ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Firegrates  repaired  or  reset  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Wash-houses  and  Sculleries. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Coppers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Rainwater  Cisterns  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Old  Stone  or  Brick  Sinks  removed...  ...  ...  6 

Sink  Waste-Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  8 

External  Walls  pointed  up,  cemented  or  tarred  ...  6 

Dangerous  Walls  rebuilt  or  made  safe  ...  ...  ...  1 

Paving  of  yards  and  passages  renewed  or  repaired  ...  4 


Drains  and  Water  Closets,  Etc. 

Obstructed  Drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Intercepting  Traps  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  covers  provided  or  renewed  ...  4 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


27 


Drains  and  Water  Closets,  Etc.  (Continued). 

Broken  or  foul  Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

W.C.’s  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

W.C.  Pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

W.C.’s  provided  with  new  flushing  apparatus  ...  ...  11 

Flushing  Apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  18 

Additional  Gullies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fresh  Air  Inlets  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rain-water  spouting  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  16 

,,  down-pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  11 

Ashpit  Accommodation. 

Number  of  new  Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  56 

Other  Nuisances. 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  4 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

No.  of  Boats  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1937...  Nil 
No.  of  Boats  inspected  during  1937  ...  ...  14 

No.  of  Boats  conforming  to  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  12 

No.  of  Boats  infringing  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  2 

No.  of  persons  for  whom  Cabins  were  Registered  ...  50 

No.  of  persons  occupying  Cabins  ...  ...  ...  35 

Details  of  occupation — Male  adults  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  ,,  Female  adults  ...  ...  9 

,,  ,,  Children  of  school  age  ...  9 

,,  ,,  ,,  under  school  age ...  2 

DETAIFS  OF  INFRINGEMENTS  FOUND  AND 

REMEDIED. 

Found  Details  Result 

Two  Boats  Absence  of  Certificate.  Certificate  provided 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

One  Common  Lodging  House  in  Satchwell  Street  was 
demolished  at  the  end  of  the  year,  leaving  one  other  in  the  same 
Street  and  one  in  Clemens  Street,  both  being  for  men  only. 

Eighty-one  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year 
and  they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  More 
frequent  washing  of  the  bedding  however  was  advised.  No  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  were  reported  from  them. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES  PREMISES. 

Tripe  dressing  is  carried  on  in  two  places  within  the  borough, 
and  frequent  visits  showed  these  premises  are  being  kept  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition. 

Fish  frying  is  not  scheduled  as  an  offensive  trade  here  as  in 
some  places. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  nineteen  Slaughter  houses  within  the  Borough,  as 
follows: — 

Registered  ...  ...  14 

Licensed  ...  ...  5 

In  1901  there  were  as  many  as  22  Registered  and  7  Licensed 
Slaughter  Houses  in  the  Borough. 

During  1937,  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  these  premises  was 
532,  and  they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  reasonably  clean  condition. 
The  butchers  continue  to  give  your  Inspectors  every  assistance  in 
the  detection  of  diseased,  unsound,  and  unwholesome  food  by 
reporting  immediately  any  abnormal  conditions  found.  Details  of 
the  food  condemned  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  table.  It 
was  unnecessary  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

The  number  of  carcases  slaughtered  for  human  consumption 
examined  during  the  year  is  as  follows : — 

Beasts,  572;  Pigs,  2,500;  Sheep,  4,056;  Calves,  24. 
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In  addition  to  the  visits  of  your  Inspectors  stated  above,  all  the 
Slaughter  Houses  were  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  September,  and  their  conditions  as  regards  structure,  means 
of  access  for  animals  and  situation  are  doubtless  well  known  to  the 
Council. 

Although  your  Committee  are  probably  well  aware,  no  apology 
is  offered  in  reminding  you  that  in  spite  of  frequent  visits  to  the 
Slaughter  Houses  by  your  Inspectors,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  a 
regular  system  of  meat  inspection  to  be  carried  out.  There  is  no 
reason,  however,  to  think  that  the  Meat  Traders  in  the  Borough  are 
evading  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  or  the 
Meat  Regulations. 

Hereunder  are  set  down  without  comment  some  extracts  from 
earlier  Annual  Reports  of  the  M.O.H. : — 

1886.  “There  can,  however,  be  no  question  but  that  the 
mortality  from  Diarrhoea,  small  as  it  is,  would  be  still  further 
lessened  by  the  erection  of  a  Public  Abattoir  (as  in  Aberystwith  and 
elsewhere)  and  by  the  abolition  of  the  numerous  private  Slaughter 
Houses  (frequently  very  offensive  in  hot  weather)  now  existing  in 
the  centre  of  the  town.” 

1890.  “  I  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  the  necessity  of 

having  a  Public  Abattoir,  and  spoke  favourably  of  the  site  for  which 
the  Corporation  has  been  in  treaty.” 

1896.  “The  new  Act  (Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1896) 
gives  permission  to  erect  a  Public  Abattoir,  a  most  important 
measure ;  and,  for  obvious  reasons,  the  sooner  such  is  carried  into 
effect  the  better  for  the  welfare  of  Leamington.” 

1901.  “  Year  after  year,  since  my  appointment  to  office,  I  have 

spoken  of  the  advantages  of  a  Public  Abattoir.  That  we  do  not 
possess  one  is  to  my  mind  the  one  great  blot  upon  our  Sanitary  fame. 
Though  the  Sanitary  Staff  do  all  they  can  under  the  present  system 
of  Slaughter  Houses  to  protect  the  public  health,  and  fairly  success¬ 
fully,  I  think  that  an  Abattoir  would  minimise  the  risks  under  an 
uncontrolled  meat  supply.  I  trust  therefore,  that  efforts  will  not  be 
wanting  in  the  present  year  to  remedy  this  glaring  defect.” 
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1904.  “  Though  our  Slaughter  Houses,  under  the  new  byelaws 

and  the  present  method  of  inspection,  fulfil  their  purposes  fairly  well, 
and  in  a  cleanly  manner,  I  still  think  that  the  public  health  would  be 
yet  further  protected  by  the  use  of  a  Public  Abattoir.  So  far  as  I 
can  see,  in  this  way  only  can  we  be  saved  from  the  distribution  of 
diseased  and  unwholesome  meat.” 

1909.  “  I  still  advocate  the  construction  of  a  Public  Abattoir; 

for,  in  spite  of  all  efforts,  I  feel  sure  that  meat  of  questionable 
quality  can  yet  be  passed  into  sale  for  food  in  present  Slaughter 
House  conditions.” 

1913.  “  The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  Public  Abattoir  has 

fallen  somewhat  into  abeyance  of  late,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
should  engage  the  earnest  consideration  of  this  Authority.  I  am 
aware  that  this  question  is  a  difficult  one,  but  having  regard  to  the 
situation  and  structual  arrangement  of  some,  one  might  say  most,  of 
the  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  town,  it  is  evident  that  the  trade  is  not 
carried  out  under  the  best  conditions.” 

1920.  “  It  should,  however,  engage  the  attention  of  this 

Authority  that  although  frequent  visits  are  made  to  all  the  Slaughter 
Houses,  it  is  quite  impossible  under  existing  conditions  to  ensure  the 
thorough  inspection  of  all  meat  intended  for  human  consumption.” 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

There  are  48  slaughtermen  holding  licences  granted  by  the 
Council,  including  five  new  licences  issued  during  1937.  In  every 
case  your  Inspectors  were  satisfied  that  the  applicant  was  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  hold  such  a  licence. 


31 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  &  OTHER  FOODS. 

Particulars  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  during  the  year : — 


a 


Apricots,  1  tin 
Bacon,  56f  lbs. 

Beans,  10  tins 
Beast,  1  carcase  and  offals 

hind  quarter  and  offal 
5  livers 
Beef,  2  tins 
Beef,  1,008  lbs. 

Brawn,  1  tin 
Brisling,  8  tins 
Crab,  1  tin 
Cod  Roes,  56  lbs. 

Cod  Fillets,  28  lbs. 

Chicken,  Ham  &  Tongue,  3  tins 
Dover  Soles,  8i  lbs. 

Grape  Fruit,  1  tin 
Ham  (fresh),  3 
Ham  &  Tongue  1  tin 
Haddock,  1\  lbs.  ... 

Herrings,  3  tins 
John  Dory,  3i  lbs. 

Loganberries,  24  tins 
Lobster,  3  tins 
Lettuce,  29  crates  ... 

Milk,  21  tins 
Meagrim,  8f  lbs.  ... 

Peaches,  41  tins  ... 

Pears,  2  tins 
Peas,  6  tins 

Pig,  1  carcase  and  offal 
Pig,  1  pluck 
Pilchards,  6  tins  ... 

Pineapple,  18  tins 
Plums,  1  tin 
Salmon,  10  tins 
Sardines,  3  tins 
Sheep,  7  livers 
Strawberries,  59  tins 
Raspberries,  21  tins 
Tomatoes,  37  tins  ... 

Turbot,  4  lbs. 


Decomposition 


a 


a 


Abscesses 

Tuberculosis 

Flukes 

Decomposition 


a 


a 


a 


t > 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


>> 


a 


>> 


a 


a 


Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis 

Decomposition 


>) 


)> 


a 


a 


Flukes 

Decomposition 


>> 


a 


a 
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POOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT, 

1928. 

ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK) 
REGULATIONS,  1923  &  1927. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK) 
REGULATIONS,  1923  &  1927. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES  IN 
FOOD)  REGULATIONS,  1925  to  1927. 


The  following  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst  for  analysis  : — 


Formal. 


Informal. 


Totals. 


Baking  Powder 

— 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Boric  Acid  Powder  ... 

— 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Cream 

— 

6 

6 

Cream  (Tinned) 

— 

1 

1 

Coffee  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Cocoa  ... 

— 

5 

5 

Dripping 

— 

4 

4 

Ground  Ginger 

— 

3 

3 

Ground  Cinnamon 

— 

3 

3 

Jam  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Lime  Juice  and  Soda 

1 

— 

1 

Lard 

— 

9 

9 

Milk  ... 

33 

16 

49 

Milk  (Tinned) 

— 

1 

1 

Margarine 

— 

11 

11 

Peas  (Tinned) 

— 

1 

1 

Sausage 

— 

3 

3 

Tea  ...  ...  ... 

— 

•  •  » 

10 

10 

Vinegar 

34 

•  *  • 

5 

82 

5 

116 
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Of  the  49  samples  of  Milk  taken,  45  were  found  to  be  genuine, 
free  from  preservative,  artificial  colouring  matter,  and  extraneous 
dirt. 


One  Milk  Producer  was  prosecuted  for  delivering  two  churns  of 
Milk  to  a  vendor  in  the  Borough  which  contained  16’9%  and  16%  of 
added  water,  respectively.  He  was  fined  £5  in  each  case  and  was 
ordered  to  pay  £3  3s.  Od.  costs. 

One  sample  of  Lime  Juice  and  Soda  did  not  contain  any  juice 
of  the  Lime  Fruit.  The  vendor  in  this  case  was  cautioned. 

One  sample  of  Lard  was  found  to  be  a  compound  fat  and 
contained  no  Lard.  The  vendor  was  cautioned  and  a  subseqnent 
sample  was  found  to  be  genuine. 

All  the  other  samples  were  genuine  and  of  good  quality  and 
call  for  no  special  comments. 

The  percentage  of  samples  adulterated  to  those  submitted  was 
5T. 

The  average  composition  of  Milk  for  each  quarter  of  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 


Quarter  ended  March 

Solids-not-fat 

...  872% 

Fat 

...  37% 

„  „  June 

Solids-not-fat 

...  8'34% 

Fat 

...  3'09% 

,,  „  September  ... 

Solids-not-fat 

. . .  8'9% 

Fat 

...  3'85% 

,,  „  December  ... 

Solids-not-fat 

...  8'9% 

Fat 

...  37% 

Owing  to  the  adulterated  samples  taken  in  the  June  Quarter 
the  averages  are  abnormally  low.  The  “appeal-to-the-cow”  samples 
taken  in  connection  with  the  prosecution  referred  to  above  are  not 
included  in  the  averages. 

No  cases  of  incorrectly  labelled  condensed  or  dried  milk  con¬ 
tainers  came  to  the  notice  of  your  Inspectors  during  the  year. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1928, 

and 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER, 

1936. 

Licences  issued  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1936: — 

. 

Licence  to  Pasteurise  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  4 

,,  ,,  to  sell  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  2 

„  ,,  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  5 

18  samples  of  Milk  were  taken  under  the  Order,  of  which  four 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT, 

1919. 

During  National  Rat  Week  and  the  week  following,  the  annual 
campaign  against  rats  and  mice  was  carried  out.  In  the  public 
sewers,  2,485  poison  baits  were  laid  at  363  different  points.  A  re¬ 
inspection  of  1,542  of  these  showed  that  691  or  45%  had  been  taken. 
Three  notices  were  inserted  in  the  local  Press  during  Rat  Week 
directing  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
a  number  of  leaflets  and  posters  were  distributed  giving  information 
as  to  the  best  methods  of  destroying  these  pests.  Several  complaints 
were  received  and  investigated.  Baiting  with  red  squill  and  other 
methods  were  adopted  throughout  the  year  with  good  results. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1923. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  where  Flock  is 
manufactured.  Such  material  as  is  used  was  found  to  be  certified 
sterilised  Flock. 


35 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1925. 

From  time  to  time  observations  were  made  to  see  that  the  Act 
and  the  various  Orders  made  thereunder  were  being  complied  with. 
In  the  case  of  imported  tomatoes,  several  contraventions  were 
discovered.  Offenders  were  immediately  cautioned  verbally,  and  a 
letter  sent  later  explaining  the  requirements  of  the  Order.  This  led 
to  a  genera]  satisfactory  observance  of  its  provisions. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Three  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
two  relating  to  limewashing  and  one  in  respect  of  a  sanitary  con¬ 
venience.  In  each  case  action  was  taken  by  your  Inspectors  and  the 
defects  remedied.  No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  from 
the  homes  of  outworkers. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  personally  inspected  the  33 
Bakehouses,  16  of  which  are  in  No.  1  District  and  17  in  No.  2 
District.  Although  satisfactorily  worked,  several  leave  something 
to  be  desired  as  regards  structure  and  site.  Most  of  the  latter, 
however,  have  been  in  existence  for  a  considerable  number  of  years. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 


As  a  result  of  informal  action  in  three  Shops,  improvements 
were  made  in  the  sanitary,  washing  and  heating  arrangements. 
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1  —  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

76 

3 

— 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

147 

— 

— 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

38 

— 

Total  ... 

261 

3 

— 

2—  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 

to 

H.M.In- 

spector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* : 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

•  •  •  •  ♦  •  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

—  ; 

Other  nuisances 

•  ••  4  •  •  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accom- 
modation  ... 

unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

mot  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 

Total  ... 

7 

7 

— 

— 

^Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


BOPOUDH  of  ROYAL  MAMIICSQI!  SPA. 


ANNUAL  BBPofflf  -for  1937.  (Corrigenda. ) 


On  pp«  37  end  38  referring  to  the  sub-headings 
under  which  proceedings  were  taken,  substitute  the 
avaropriate  sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  for 
those  given  under  the  Housing  lot*  1930. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1937. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year: — 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Artcd  1 1  0 

xl  C  l  j/  •••  •••  •  •  •  •••  •••  •••  XX  L-t 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  150 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil. 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

4  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  72 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:— 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17 ,  18,  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act , 
1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

( h )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(1 a )  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

mSido  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 9 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

IV.— A. 

(l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  56 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  477 

B. 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

C. 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  371 


i 


* 
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HOUSING. 

20  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  which  brings  the 
total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  up  to  672. 

Two  houses  were  demolished,  following  the  making  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders,  viz: — 

la,  Queen  Street,  and  9a,  Guy’s  Cliffe  Road. 

17  Closing  Orders  were  made  as  follows . — 

6,  Bertie  Terrace.  24,  Portland  Street. 

5  &  27,  Clarendon  Street.  7  &  11,  Church  Street. 

4  &  6,  Forfield  Place.  2,  Portland  Road. 

1,  Church  Terrace.  1,  Dale  Street. 

17,  19,  21  &  30,  Learn  Terrace.  23,  Milverton  Crescent. 

15,  Dormer  Place. 

Early  in  the  year  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  two 
basement  dwellings  on  which  Closing  Orders  had  become  operative. 
The  basements  had  been  re-let  by  the  persons  having  control  of  them 
and  in  each  case  a  fine  of  five  shillings  was  imposed. 

The  same  persons  were  proceeded  against  for  using  rent  books 
which  did  not  contain  a  summary  of  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  relating  to  overcrowding,  and  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  persons  permitted  to  sleep  in  the  dwelling  houses  to  which  they 
related.  Fines  of  five  shillings  were  imposed. 

There  are  still  very  many  rent  books  in  use  which  do  not  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  it  will  probably 
be  necessary  to  take  further  legal  proceedings  against  the  responsible 
landlords  before  a  satisfactory  observance  of  the  Act  is  obtained. 
The  insertion  in  the  rent  book  of  the  statement  of  the  number  of 
persons  permitted  to  sleep  in  the  house  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
prevention  of  further  cases  of  overcrowding. 

215  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise,  and  16  houses 


were  converted  as 

follows : — 

Originally 

Now 

Flats 

Shops 

4  houses 

8  houses 

— 

— 

7  „ 

2  „ 

18 

2 

2  „ 

2  „ 

— 

2 

3  „ 

— 

3 

3 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
CASES  OF  COMMONER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  from  1917  to  1937  (21  Years). 


Year. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria 

and 

Memb.  Croup. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal  F. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Erysipelas. 

Tuberculosis. 

Totals. 

1917 

22 

21 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

10 

72 

127 

1918 

18 

29 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

5 

73 

128 

1919 

13 

7 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

56 

85 

1920 

42 

24 

2 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

10 

45 

123 

1921 

16 

26 

2 

1 

. . . 

15 

45 

105 

1922 

42 

49 

1 

2 

•  *  * 

21 

53 

168 

1923 

85 

24 

45 

3 

•  *  * 

12 

57 

226 

1924 

49 

7 

7 

. . . 

•  *  * 

10 

44 

113 

1925 

40 

31 

1 

1 

12 

35 

120 

1926 

41 

13 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

8 

39 

105 

1927 

57 

10 

9 

1 

8 

13 

41 

139 

1928 

19 

29 

5 

4 

2 

10 

31 

100 

1929 

36 

4 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

15 

40 

105 

1930 

54 

14 

2 

... 

4 

14 

39 

124 

1931 

38 

3 

2 

4 

•  .  . 

14 

30 

91 

1932 

47 

4 

1 

3 

1 

5 

38 

99 

1933 

69 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

27 

105 

1934 

76 

59 

. . . 

2 

10 

6 

26 

179 

1935 

65 

155 

1 

3 

11 

17 

32 

285 

1936 

32 

64 

1 

7 

6 

13 

40 

163 

1937 

71 

56 

1 

•  •  » 

9 

12 

40 

189 

41 


Table  VII. 

CASES  OF  N ON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Reported  in  Each  Month  of  the  Year  1937. 


1 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Chicken- 

pox 

Mumps 

Ringworm 

Impetigo 

Scabies 

Measles 

Totals 

J  anuary 

13 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

22 

F  ebruary 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

4 

•  •  • 

9 

March 

9 

26 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

1 
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April 

9 

23 

6 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

42 

May... 

1 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

15 

June 

1 

5 

24 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35 

July  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

30 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

14 

52 

August 

•  •  • 

. . . 

3 

•  •  • 

. . . 

«  «  • 

7 

10 

September  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  ♦ 

1 

6 

October 

•  •  • 

8 

25 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

38 

November  ... 

•  •  • 

13 

12 

. . . 

14 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

39 

December  ... 

•  ♦  • 

. . . 

48 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

52 

33 

89 

156 

2 

50 

9 

24 

363 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1898  it  is  recorded  that  “  Your  Com¬ 
mittee  made  arrangements  with  the  Council  of  Mason  College, 
Birmingham,  for  the  more  complete  diagnosis  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  Enteric  Fever,  by  means  of  Bacteriological  examination.” 

The  following  Examinations  were  made  at  Birmingham 
University  during  1937  : — 


— 

SWABS  (from  throat  or  nose),  examined  for 
Diphtheria. 

Positive 

42 

Negative 

129 

SPUTA,  examined  for  Tubercle. 

Positive 

3 

Negative 

19 

Other  Examinations  and  Preparations  ... 

11 

Total 

204 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Small  Pox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

71 

59 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

56 

54 

3 

Enteric  (inch  Paratyphoid) 

1 

— 

— 

*  Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Pyrexia 

9 

6 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

55 

27 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

12 

5 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

— 

— 

*  By  virtue  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  all  areas  outside  London 
A.  C.,  conditions  notifiable  as  puerperal  fever  prior  to  the  1st  October,  1937, 
are,  from  that  date,  notifiable  as  and  included  with  notifications  of  puerperal 
pyrexia. 


AGE  INCIDENCE.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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Total 

r— H 

56 

rH 

i 

55 

CM 

rH 

rH 

65  and 
over 

1 

i 

i 

1 

l 

l 

rH 

rH 

CM 

1 

45—65 

1 

i 

CM 

1 

l 

l 

i — 1 

uo 

H 

35— 45 

1 

CM 

1 

1 

l 

t-H 

rH 

rH 

rH 

1 

20—35 

1 

tH 

i — 1 

r-. 

rH 

I 

oo 

MO 

1 

o 

CM 

1 

VO 

rH 

CO 

t-H 

1 

l 

1 

"4* 

1 

1 

VO 

T— H 

1 

o 

tH 

1 

vO 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5—10 

1 

32 

t-H 

1 

1 

1 

c<0 

1 

! 

in 

1 

CM 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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1 

^4* 

CM 

1 

I 

1 

CM 

1 

1 

m 

1 

CM 

1 

1 

- - 1 

1 
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1 

t-H 

1 

1 

CM 

1 

rH 

1 

CO 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

Under 

1  Year 

|  r’H  |  1  1  1  1  1  1 

Disease. 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

P  uerperal  F ever 

„  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
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The  notification  of  infectious  diseases  by  Doctors  in  Leamington 
began  as  a  voluntary  measure  in  1881. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 71  cases  were  notified  with  no  deaths. 
This  is  a  very  mild  disease  nowadays  compared  to  what  it  was 
previous  to  the  year  1885. 

Diphtheria. — Notifications  numbered  57  and  there  were  3 

deaths.  The  distribution  of  the  cases  this  year  was — 

Milverton  and 

West  Ward.  N.E.  Ward.  S.E.  Ward.  Lillington. 

38  ...  4  ...  10  ...  5 

15  of  the  notifications  were  from  an  Institution,  but  most  of 
these  were  notified  on  bacteriological  and  not  on  clinical  grounds. 
Even  the  unfortunate  cat  attached  to  the  home  was  not  overlooked 
in  the  wholesale  swabbing  of  contacts,  but  happily  to  relate,  the 
administrative  problem  of  its  isolation  did  not  arise  owing  to  its 
swab  proving  negative. 

Anti -toxin  can  be  obtained  at  any  hour  by  practitioners  free  of 
cost  from  a  certain  chemist  in  the  town,  so  that  early  serum 
treatment  is  always  available.  This  arrangement  has  been  in 
operation  locally  for  the  past  30  years. 

Five  children  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria  by  private 
practitioners.  No  immunisations  were  performed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  commence  this 
amongst  the  school  population  next  year. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Diphtheria  germ  was  discovered  in 
1883,  and  was  established  beyond  dispute  as  the  cause  of  Diphtheria 
in  1890,  little  appears  to  have  been  known  for  some  time  after  this 
latter  date  regarding  the  mode  of  transmission  of  the  disease. 
Effluvia  from  defective  drains  were  universally  thought  to  be  the 
causative  factors. 

In  this  connection,  the  following  extracts  relating  to  Diphtheria 
from  local  Annual  Reports  are  interesting  if  not  illuminating :  — 

1883.  “ . in  one  of  the  cases  the  cause  of  the  disease 

was  attributed  to  offensive  smells  from  the  street  drain.” 
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1886.  “ . in  one  instance  the  outbreak  of  this  disease 

was  doubtless  caused  by  the  children  being  in  the  habit  of  playing 
over  the  mouth  of  a  sewer  ventilator  ;  in  the  others  it  was  attributable 
to  defective  sewer  drains.” 

1889.  “  Seven  cases  were  reported,  four  fatal . in  two, 

the  children  used  to  play  over  the  mouth  of  a  sewer  ventilator ;  in 
four,  no  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  appearance  of  the  disease." 

N.B. — I  have  italicized  here  and  later  the  portions  I  consider 
significant. 

In  1890,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Health  Committee, 
following  some  cases  of  Diphtheria  near  a  sewer  ventilator,  that  the 
dead  ends  of  all  sewers  be  flushed  regularly  and  frequently. 

1891.  “Three  cases  of  Diphtheria.  No  insanitary  condition 
likely  to  cause  the  disease  was  discovered." 

1892.  “  Four  cases.  The  first  case  may  have  been  caused  by 
a  sewer  ventilator  over  the  4  dead  end  ’  of  a  sewer  in  front  of  the 
house,  and  I  believe  the  second  case  caught  the  disease  from  the  first." 
Here  we  see  a  dawning  conception  of  the  real  truth  at  last,  although 
as  far  back  as  in  the  1881  Report,  one  finds  the  definite  statement 
that  “  of  two  fatal  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  brothers,  the  second 
contracted  it  from  the  first" 

1893.  “  Nine  cases  reported.  ‘  Smoke  Test  ’  used  in  all  cases 
but  no  sanitary  defects  found." 

The  following  year  cases  were  attributed  as  usual  to  a  sewer 
ventilator,  but  a  filthy  closet  and  pigs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  house 
were  blamed  in  other  instances. 

In  1895  it  is  recorded  that  “  chiefly  owing  to  the  energy  of  our 
worthy  Mayor  (Dr.  T.  W.  Thursfield),  a  *  Street  Smells  ’  Sub- 
Committee  was  appointed.”  From  the  fruits  of  their  efforts,  it  is 
gathered  that  they  had  their  hearts  as  well  as  their  noses  in  their 
work. 

Even  at  the  present  day,  the  idea  still  seems  to  be  widely 
current  amongst  the  public  that  Diphtheria  is  contracted  from  smells, 
generally  of  the  drainage  system,  and  one  is  constantly  at  pains  to 
explain  how  the  disease  is  transmitted  from  person  to  person,  not 
forgetting  the  part  played  by  *  carriers.’ 
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Enteric  Fever — One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  in 
1937 — a  patient  admitted  to  the  Warneford  Hospital,  whose  home 
address  was  in  Napton. 

Erysipelas. — 13  notifications  were  received. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

PNEUMONIA. — During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1937, 
notifications  of  this  disease  were  as  follows : — 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  39  ;  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  16. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — One  case  was  notified  in  1937. 
The  patient  was  in  a  Leamington  Nursing  Home,  and  had  been 
admitted  from  Lap  worth. 

Influenza. — 28  deaths;  6  males,  22  females. 

Measles. — The  number  of  cases  unofficially  notified  was  24, 
with  one  death. 

WHOOPING  Cough. — The  number  of  cases  unofficially  notified 
was  33  only,  with  no  deaths.  The  years  this  disease  has  been 
particularly  prevalent  have  been  1916,  1924,  and  1926. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. —  9  notifi¬ 
cations  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  received  during  1937. 

Chicken  Pox. — The  number  of  cases  was  156,  as  against  73 
in  1936. 

Mumps. — 156  cases  were  reported.  Two  years  particularly 
stand  out  when  this  disease  was  particularly  prevalent,  viz.,  1914, 
when  592  cases  were  notified,  and  1925,  when  there  were  447  cases. 
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Vaccination. — From  the  Return  of  the  Vaccination  Officer 
I  am  enabled  to  give  the  figures  for  vaccination  of  the  children  born 


from  1st  July,  1936,  to  30th  June,  1937,  viz. : — 

1.  No.  of  babies  registered  for  the  12  months  end¬ 

ing  June  30th,  1937  ...  ...  ...  503 

2.  No.  of  these  births  duly  entered  as  being 

successfully  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  103 

3.  No.  of  these  births  duly  entered  as  being 

exempted  from  vaccination  ...  ...  338 

4.  Dead,  un vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

5.  Postponement  by  Medical  Certificate  ...  4 

6.  Removed  to  other  places  ...  ...  ...  30 

7.  Certificate  of  Insusceptibility ...  ...  ...  5 

8.  Number  of  these  births  not  accounted  for  in 

Vaccination  Register  ...  ...  ...  6 


It  will  be  thus  seen  that  of  486  living  children  only  21*1%  are 
known  to  have  been  vaccinated. 

This  is  a  very  different  state  of  affairs  from  the  year  1902  when 
the  Registrar  was  able  to  account  for  99%  of  vaccinated  children  in 
the  Borough. 

No  primary  vaccinations  or  re- vaccinations  were  performed 
under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917, 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


48 


WARWICK  JOINT  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

1937. 

HEATHCOTE  HOSPITAL  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

During  the  year,  296  cases  were  admitted,  which,  when  added 
to  the  12  remaining  in  Hospital  on  1st  January,  1937,  gave  a  total 
of  308  cases  under  treatment  during  the  twelve  months.  This  shows 
an  increase  of  28  over  the  previous  year. 

The  yearly  average  admissions  for  the  last  decennium  was  195. 
The  number  remaining  in  Hospital  on  31st  December,  1937,  was  36. 

Apart  from  the  area  now  served  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board, 
seven  cases  were  received  from  Solihull,  Rugby  and  Meriden  Rural 
Districts. 

The  1937  cases  comprised: — 


Scarlet  Fever 

. . . 

* 

...  146 

Diphtheria 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  119 

Other  Diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

...  31 

296 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  146  cases,  of  which  56  were 
males,  and  90  females.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  Septicaemia  on 
the  first  and  third  day  in  Hospital  respectively.  One  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  suffered  from  Mumps  in  addition,  and  another  from  Worms. 
The  following  complications  were  noted  : — 


Serum  Rash  ...  ...  ...  23 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  14 

Adenitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Rhinorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  14 

Otorrhcea  ...  ...  ...  5 

Septic  Fingers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rheumatism  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  1 

Conjunctivitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dermatitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Secondary  Rash  ...  ...  1 
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45  cases  received  intramuscular  injections  of  anti-scarlatinal 
serum. 

Average  time  in  Hospital  30'3  days  (30’6  last  year) 

Longest  period  in  Hospital  68  days 
Shortest  period  in  Hospital  10  days 
Oldest  patient  aged  37  years. 

Youngest  patient  aged  1  month. 

Age  periods : — 

1-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-30  30-40  Total. 

25  63  25  9  16  8  146 


Diphtheria. — 119  cases  were  admitted,  of  which  50  were 
males  and  69  females.  Six  deaths  occurred  as  follows  : — One  aged 
17,  a  few  hours  after  admission  ;  four  on  the  second  day  in  Hospital, 
aged  3,  4j,  5i  and  6  ;  and  one  on  the  third  day,  aged  7.  Two  cases 
suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  addition,  and  one  from  Venereal 
Disease,  and  six  were  cases  of  Nasal  Diphtheria  only. 


The  following  complications  were  noted  : — 
Rhinorrhaea 
Serum  Rash 
Otorrhaea 
Albuminuria 
Adenitis  ... 

Palatal  Paralysis 
Ocular  Paralysis 
Acute  Rheumatism 
Jaundice 


9 

8 

4 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 


Average  time  in  Plospital  23*7  days  (25  last  year) 
Longest  time  in  Hospital  85  days 
Shortest  time  in  Hospital  9  days 
Oldest  patient  aged  61  years. 

Youngest  patient  aged  10  months. 


Age  periods : — 

Under  1  yr.  1-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-30  30-40  40-50  Over  50  yrs.  Total 

4  19  34  18  23  11  7  2  1  119 


Other  Diseases. — These  numbered  31,  as  compared  with  15 
the  previous  year,  and  were  made  up  as  follows 
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Tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Nil  Diagnosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

German  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Para-typhoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rhinitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eczema  and  Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  last  disease  in  the  above  list  concerned  an  infant  of  six 
months,  and  terminated  fatally  on  the  third  day  in  Hospital. 

Health  of  Staff. — One  Maid,  aged  14,  was  warded  for 
Diphtheria,  and  was  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Fosse  Hospital. — This  remained  closed  during  the  year. 


The  following  shows  the  distribution  of  cases  admitted  from 
the  various  localities  : — 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Other 

Diseases 

Total 

Leamington 

60 

50 

7 

117 

Warwick 

40 

27 

6 

73 

Kenilworth 

15 

10 

1 

26 

Warwick  Rural  District : — 

Cubbington 

2 

— 

2 

4 

Hatton 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Norton  Lindsey 

1 

2 

• — 

3 

Stoneleigh 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Whitnash 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Bishops  Tachbrook 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Barford 

- — - 

4 

— 

4 

Haseley 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Southam  Rural  District : — 

Southam 

6 

9 

7 

22 

Bishops  Itchington 

6 

8 

— 

14 

Long  Itchington 

2 

— 

3 

5 

Napton 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Gaydon 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Chadshunt 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Stockton 

1 

- — ■ 

1 

2 

Solihull 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Rugby 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Meriden  Rural  District  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

146 

119 

31 

296 
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MONTHLY  AND  QUARTERLY  ADMISSIONS. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Other 

Diseases 

Monthly 

Totals 

Quarterly 

Totals 

January 

7 

7 

3 

17 

February 

4 

3 

1 

8 

34 

March 

6 

2 

1 

9 

April 

14 

10 

8 

32 

May  ... 

7 

6 

2 

15 

81 

June  ... 

17 

11 

6 

34 

July . 

10 

11 

3 

24 

August 

11 

6 

1 

18 

79 

September  ... 

23 

12 

2 

37 

October 

16 

21 

— 

37 

November  ... 

13 

14 

3 

30 

102 

December  ... 

18 

16 

1 

35 

146 

119 

31 

296 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  from 
Hospitals  and  Institutions  : — 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Other 

Diseases 

Total 

Warneford  Hospital 

4 

1 

2 

7 

Warwick  Hospital 

— 

6 

1 

7 

Home  for  Incurables 

— 

— 

1 

1 

St.  Michael’s  Home 

— 

15 

1 

16 

Warwick  School  ... 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Receiving  Homes  (Warwick) 

1 

- — - 

— 

1 

Heathcote  Hospital 

— 

1 

— 

1 

8 

23 

5 

36 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age-Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1-5 

1 

5-10 

10-15 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

25-35 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

35-45 

4 

5 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

45-55 

7 

3 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  &  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

Totals 

21 

12 

2 

5 

4 

4 

1 

3 

Of  the  12  cases  who  died  in  1937,  7  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  Tuberculosis  2  were 
notified  only  after  death. 


The  40  cases  discovered  in  the  course  of  the  year  were  as 
follows 


Died 

Restored 

Private 

Tuberculosis 

before 

to 

Practitioner. 

Transfers.  Officer.  Hospital. 

Notification. 

Register. 

6 


1 


7 


10 


14 


2 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  made  a  voluntary  notifiable 
disease  in  this  area  in  1901. 


Notification  of  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  made  compulsory 
in  1913.  The  number  of  Annual  Notifications  since  that  year  with 
the  subsequent  histories  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  is  appended. 


No. 

Still  under 

Recovered  or 

Left 

Year. 

notified. 

observation. 

quiescent. 

Town. 

Died. 

1913 

55 

1 

13 

12 

29 

1914 

58 

— 

13 

13 

32 

1915 

61 

1 

15 

13 

32 

1916 

72 

— 

29 

19 

24 

1917 

72 

2 

31 

16 

17 

1918 

72 

1 

20 

23 

28 

1919 

56 

1 

10 

14 

31 

1920 

45 

2 

2 

16 

25 

1921 

45 

— 

10 

6 

29 

1922 

52 

3 

7 

14 

28 

1923 

57 

2 

12 

13 

30 

1924 

44 

— 

8 

10 

26 

1925 

35 

2 

3 

7 

23 

1926 

39 

1 

10 

5 

23 

1927 

41 

1 

3 

7 

30 

1928 

31 

2 

3 

3 

23 

1929 

40 

3 

4 

7 

26 

1930 

39 

6 

5 

10 

18 

1931 

30 

4 

1 

8 

17 

1932 

37 

3 

1 

12 

21 

1933 

27 

5 

— 

12 

10 

1934 

26 

6 

1 

2 

17 

1935 

32 

11 

3 

5 

13 

1936 

40 

26 

— 

2 

12 

1937 

40 

31 

— 

2 

7 

Of  the  1,146  cases  notified  since  1913,  571  are  known  to  be 
dead,  114  are  still  under  observation,  and  251  have  left  the  town  for 
elsewhere. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
was  12,  viz.,  5  males  and  7  females. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000: — 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Pulmonary  ) 
Tuberculosis  ) 

77 

71 

'50 

'54 

'39 

'39 

'56 

'36 

'40 

'26 

Other  forms  of 1 
Tuberculosis  1 

*06 

'27 

'03 

'10 

‘13 

'13 

'13 

'16 

'16 

'23 
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The  details  of  the  40  cases  notified  this  year  are  as  follows : — 


Ward  Distribution. 

Ward. 

South-East  ... 
North-East  ... 

West... 

Milverton  and  Lillington 


Deaths  of 
those  notified 
Cases  Notified.  1937. 

.  8  ...  — 

.  8  ...  1 

17  ...  4 

7  ...  2 


Occupations. 

School  Children  ...  ...  2 

Toddlers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Housewives  ...  ...  6 

Factory  Hands  ...  ...  3 

Domestic  Servants  ...  3 

Nurse  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housekeeper  ...  ...  1 

Clerk  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dispenser  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Drivers  ...  ...  2 


40  7 

Engineer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Works  Managers...  ...  2 

Divinity  Student  ...  ...  1 

Boot  Repairer  ...  ...  1 

Shop  Assistants  ...  ...  3 

Farm  Labourer  ...  ...  1 

Labourer  ...  ...  1 

Hotel  Workers  ...  ...  2 

Antique  Dealer  ...  ...  1 

Nil  ...  ...  ...  6 


HOUSING. — As  regards  housing  conditions,  the  following 


was  ascertained : — 

Four-roomed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  6 

Five-roomed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  11 

Six-roomed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  8 

Seven  and  over  roomed  Houses  ...  ...  4 

In  Rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

In  Domestic  Service  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


40 

Of  the  cases  notified  this  year,  2  have  left  the  town,  7  have 
died,  and  31  remain  under  observation. 


Control  of  Tuberculosis. — Our  work  continues  to  be  of 
the  same  character  as  in  past  years.  Sputum  flasks  and  disin¬ 
fectants  are  supplied  on  application,  and  the  disinfection  of 
premises  is  carried  out  whenever  a  patient  dies  or  removes  to 
another  house. 
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TREATMENT. — This  work  comes  principally  under  the  County 
Scheme.  18  cases  (  9  males  and  9  females)  have  been  sent  to 
Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium  ;  5  other  patients  were  treated  at  the 
Warneford  Hospital;  1  at  Warwick  Hospital;  1  at  Eversfield 
Chest  Hospital,  St.  Leonard’s-on-Sea ;  1  at  Mansfield  Orthopaedic 

Hospital,  and  1  at  Papworth  Sanatorium. 

As  in  previous  years,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Assistant 
Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  Cyriax)  for  his  kindness  and  help,  more 
especially  in  the  examination  of  suspected  cases  among  School 
Children. 

249  visits  were  paid  to  Tuberculosis  cases  by  the  Health 
Visitors.  14  cases  were  notified  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  16 
other  cases  notified  during  1937  were  attending  the  Dispensary. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1924. — 
The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  Register  of 
Notifications  on  December  31st,  1937,  is  as  under: — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  Males,  51  ;  Females,  27. 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Males,  19;  Females,  18. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Section  62. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  section 
of  the  1925  Act  during  1937. 

Cancer. — The  deaths  ascribed  to  Malignant  Disease  num- 


bered  88,  classified 

in  age  groups  as  follows 

: — 

Age  Group. 

Table  VIII. 

Male.  Female. 

Total 

20-30 

...  ...  — 

— 

. . .  — 

30-40 

.  1 

1 

2 

40-50 

...  ...  — — 

3 

3 

50-60 

.  5 

8 

13 

60-70 

.  10 

11 

21 

70-80 

.  9 

25 

34 

80-90 

.  3 

8 

11 

Over  90 

.  1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

29 

59 

88 

For  the  past  ten  years  the  deaths  have  been  as  follows: — 


1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937 

59  52  71  44  61  57  67  73  72  88 

Dea4?2ntef  1'98  176  2‘4  1'49  2'01  1'88  2'22  2'44  2'42  2’83 
per  1,000  I 
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Table  IX. 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER, 


Tabulated  According  to  Site. 


Stomach,  11. 
Bowel,  23. 
Liver,  4. 

Gall  Bladder,  1. 
Bladder,  1. 
Rectum,  10. 
Uterus,  2. 


Ovary,  2. 

Breast,  12. 

Lung,  2. 

Larynx,  3. 
Oesophagus,  2. 
Miscellaneous,  15. 


Death-rate  per  1,000  was  2’83. 


DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES,  BEDDING,  ETC. 

Premises. — The  disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  after 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  any  other 
cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  where  the  medical  practitioner 
especially  desires  disinfection.  Also  after  deaths  from  notifiable  and 
non-notifiable  diseases  and  other  cases  if  deemed  necessary. 

The  two  main  methods  adopted  for  the  disinfection  of  rooms  are 
by  gaseous  and  liquid  disinfectants.  As  to  which  method  is  used  is 
a  matter  of  expediency. 

Formalin  gas  is  used  for  the  former  and  for  liquid  disinfection 
a  formalin  spray  is  utilised. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — Two  Council  houses  and  eight 
other  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  during  the 
year,  and  all  were  disinfested. 

The  method  employed  in  each  case  was  to  spray  the  woodwork 
as  removed  with  liquid  insecticide,  and  to  follow  this  by  fumigating 
with  disinfestator  blocks.  The  tenants  were  able  to  remain  in 
occupation  whilst  this  was  being  done,  and  one  house  only  has  since 
required  further  treatment. 
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Where  a  house  is  known  or  suspected  to  be  infested,  the 
belongings  of  a  tenant  about  to  be  removed  to  a  Council  house  are 
placed  in  one  of  the  rooms  and  fumigated  with  a  disinfestator  block. 
A  watch  is  subsequently  kept  on  the  Council  house  to  which  the 
tenant  has  removed,  and  tenants  generally  are  encouraged  to  report 
to  the  rent  collectors  when  they  first  observe  the  presence  of  vermin. 
The  collectors  report  the  circumstances  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
who  supervise  the  disinfestation  which  is  carried  out  by  the 
Corporation. 

CLOTHING. — This  is  carried  out  at  the  Corporation  Disinfecting 
Station.  Infected  clothing,  etc.,  is  removed  by  a  special  van  before 
the  disinfection  of  the  premises. 

A  Washington- Lyons  disinfecting  apparatus  is  used  for  this 
work.  Leather  goods,  etc.,  which  do  not  stand  disinfection  by  steam, 
are  set  aside  and  treated  either  by  the  gaseous  method  or  the  formalin 
spray. 

Books  are  subjected  to  formalin  vapour. 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  during  1937 : — 


Other  than  Trade. 

Trade. 

Total. 

Rooms 

•  • »  1 5  i  *  •  • 

— 

151 

Clothing,  etc. 

102 

29 

131 

Books  ... 

46 

— 

46 

299  29  328 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Clinic  continued  to  be  satis¬ 
factory.  The  total  number  of  infants  and  toddlers  seen  during  the 
year  was  368.  Of  these,  182  were  born  in  1937,  representing  50% 
of  all  births  in  the  town.  Weighings  numbered  6,103  giving  an 
average  of  119  children  weighed  weekly. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  by  all  children  under  5  years 
of  age  was  6,230,  giving  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  122. 

603  treatments  were  given  for  minor  ailments,  etc. 
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8  women,  and  12  children  under  school  age  received  treatment 
at  the  Council’s  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic.  In  October  a  new 
burner  was  procured  for  the  lamp  at  a  cost  of  £6. 

At  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  in  the  Warneford  Hospital,  27 
children  under  School  age  were  treated.  One  child  was  admitted 
to  the  Warneford  Hospital  for  in-patient  treatment.  It  was  decided 
in  October  that  financial  responsibility  be  only  accepted  in  those 
cases  where  treatment  is  authorised  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Circular  1519  of  1st  April  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  relative 
to  the  nutrition  of  mothers  and  children,  received  consideration,  and 
a  reply  was  despatched  to  the  effect  that  the  local  measures  in 
operation  were  deemed  adequate  for  the  purposes  in  question. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1622,  on  Maternal  Mortality,  was 
fully  reported  upon  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  recom¬ 
mendation  therein  that  the  cost  of  dental  treatment  and  provision  of 
dentures  for  nursing  and  expectant  mothers  be  defrayed  by  the 
Authority  in  necessitous  cases,  received  the  sanction  of  the  Council 
in  November. 

Copies  of  this  Circular  were  sent  to  all  the  local  Doctors. 


VISITING. 

During  the  year,  3,098  visits  were  paid  to  312  babies,  and  3,618 
to  children  between  the  age  of  1  and  5  years,  and  also  939  other 
visits. 

The  card  records  of  conditions  found  show  the  following : — 
Breast  fed,  205  ;  partly  breast  fed,  64 ;  and  bottle  fed,  43. 

4  children  survived  only  24  hours;  16  were  stillborn,  and  24 
were  not  visited. 

250  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

Of  376  births  reported,  53  were  attended  by  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioners,  and  323  by  Midwives. 

As  regards  children  from  2  years  old  up  to  school  age,  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  whereby  they  are  visited  quarterly  during 
the  3rd  and  4th  years  and  twice  during  the  5th  year. 
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INFANT  FEEDING. 

As  empowered  by  the  Milk  (Mothers’  and  Children’s)  Order, 
the  Council  has  continued  to  supply  Milk  on  special  terms. 

A  scale  of  income,  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  has 
been  drawn  up  for  the  free  distribution,  or  sale  at  reduced  price,  of 
'  dried  Milk,  and  under  this  arrangement,  2,167  lbs.  have  been 
sold  at  cost  price  and  1,716  lbs.  have  been  given  away  free. 

Under  the  above  Order,  also,  the  Council  made  arrangements 
to  give  dinners  to  poor  expectant  mothers.  No  dinners  were 
supplied  during  1937,  the  mothers  preferring  to  take  Colact — a 
form  of  dried  Milk  and  Cocoa.  1335  tins  were  supplied  during  the 
year  to  mothers  and  toddlers. 

The  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  again  due  to  those 
ladies  who  have  assisted  voluntarily  at  the  Clinic,  as  without  their 
help  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  attend  to  the  numbers  that 
had  to  be  dealt  with,  and  also  to  those  who  generously  subscribed 
to  the  funds  of  the  Infant  Health  Society. 


MATERNITY  CASES. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Warneford  Hospital  for  the  admission 
of  maternity  cases  remains  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  In  1937, 
1 1  women  were  so  admitted  under  the  Council’s  scheme. 

The  Ante-natal  Clinic  at  the  Warneford  Hospital  has  been 
well  attended.  A  report  from  the  Hospital  Post-natal  Clinic  is 
sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  every  case  admitted 
there  under  the  Corporation  Maternity  Scheme. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT,  1937. 

The  taking  and  recording  of  Meteorological  conditions  in  the 
Borough  has  been  continued  morning  and  evening  throughout  the 
year.  The  following  instruments  are  in  use 

At  the  Pump  Rooms. 

(1)  A  Standard  Fortin  Barometer. 

(2)  A  Campbell-Stokes  Sunshine  Recorder. 

(3)  A  Wind  Vane  and  Anemometer. 


In  The  Pump  Room  Gardens. 

(4)  A  Stevenson’s  Screen,  containing  a  Hygrometer  and  a 

Maximum  and  a  Minimum  Thermometer. 

(5)  One  Solar  Radiation  Maximum  Thermometer,  Black  bulb 

in  vacuo. 


(6)  One  Solar  Radiation  Thermometer,  Bright  bulb  in  vacuo. 

(7)  One  Terrestrial  Radiation  Thermometer. 

(8)  One  8in.  Rain  Gauge  (Meteorological  Office  Pattern)  with 

Measuring  Glass. 

(9)  One  Earth  Thermometer  at  a  depth  of  1  foot. 

(10)  One  Earth  Thermometer  at  a  depth  of  4  feet. 


The  Station  is  recognised  by  the  Meteorological  Office.  A 
monthly  report  was  sent  throughout  the  year,  and  evening  reports 
were  sent  by  telegram.  On  Sundays  the  report  is  telephoned  to 
Birmingham,  and  then  telegraphed  from  there  to  London. 


EXTREMES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

BAROMETER. — The  highest  reading  (corrected  to  32°  F. 
and  Mean  Sea  Level)  was  30*69  on  December  27th.  The  lowest 
reading  was  28*70  on  February  28th. 
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TEMPERATURE. — The  highest  temperature  recorded  in 
the  shade  during  the  year  was  84°  on  the  6th  August,  and  the 
absolute  minimum  was  22°  on  14th  November.  The  mean  maximum 
for  the  year  was  56’ 7  and  the  mean  minimum  for  the  year  42*8. 

SUNSHINE. — As  will  be  seen  from  Table  XIII.,  there  were 
1179*0  hours  of  bright  sunshine  during  the  year.  This  gives  a  daily 
average  of  3*2  hours.  The  maximum  sunshine  for  one  day  was 
14*3  hours  on  18th  May.  The  month  yielding  the  most  sunshine 
was  August,  with  179*5  hours,  a  daily  mean  of  5*8  hours. 

RAINFALL. — During  the  year  28*23  inches  of  rain  fell, 
distributed  over  156  days.  The  wettest  month  during  1937  was 
August  with  3*30  inches,  which  were  distributed  over  5  days. 
June  was  the  driest  month,  with  only  0*97  in.  of  rain,  which  fell 
on  7  days. 

MONTHLY  NOTES. 

JANUARY. — The  maximum  temperature  was  57°  on  the  5th, 
and  the  minimum  was  27°  on  the  15th  and  30th.  The  lowest  daily 
maximum  was  30°  on  the  29th,  and  the  highest  daily  minimum  was 
48°  on  the  4th.  19  ground  frosts  were  registered  during  the  month. 
The  total  rainfall  for  the  month  was  2*79  ins.,  distributed  over  18  days. 
The  prevailing  wind  was  south-west.  Snow  showers  fell  on  the 
29th  and  30th. 

FEBRUARY. — The  maximum  and  minimum  shade  tempera¬ 
tures  were  57°  on  the  14th,  and  29°  on  the  12th  respectively. 
The  lowest  daily  maximum  was  39°  on  the  28th,  and  the  highest 
minimum  47°  on  the  4th.  The  total  rainfall  was  3*22  ins.,  dis¬ 
tributed  over  21  days.  The  prevailing  wind  was  west.  There 
were  15  ground  frosts.  Snow  fell  on  one  day.  Hail  fell  on  the  16th. 

MARCH.— The  maximum  shade  temperature  for  the  month 
was  58°  on  the  17th,  and  the  minimum  was  25°  on  the  10th. 
The  lowest  daily  maximum  was  39°  on  the  6th,  7th,  8th  and  14th, 
and  the  highest  daily  minimum  was  46°  on  the  18th.  Rain  fell  on 
17  days,  amounting  to  2*38  ins.  The  prevailing  wind  was  north-east. 
There  were  25  ground  frosts.  90*5  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded 
during  the  month.  Snow  fell  on  seven  days.  Hail  showers  occurred 
on  the  18th.  Thunder  and  lightning  occurred  on  the  11th,  17th  and 
18th. 
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APRIL. — The  maximum  shade  temperature  was  61°  on  the 
7th,  and  the  minimum  was  31°  on  the  1st.  The  lowest  maximum 
was  48°  on  the  17th,  and  the  highest  minimum  was  52°  on  the  10th. 
Rain  fell  on  16  days,  and  totalled  2'88  ins.  The  prevailing  wind 
was  south-west.  There  were  6  ground  frosts.  There  were  104*0 
hours  of  bright  sunshine  during  the  month. 

MAY. — The  maximum  shade  temperature  for  the  month  was 
78°  on  the  29th.  The  lowest  temperature  was  37°  on  the  6th. 
Rain  fell  on  13  days,  and  totalled  2*43  inches.  The  lowest  daily 
maximum  was  52°  on  the  13th,  and  the  highest  minimum  was  58° 
on  the  26th.  The  prevailing  wind  was  south-west.  174*6  hours  of 
bright  sunshine  were  recorded.  There  were  2  ground  frosts.  A 
thunderstorm  occurred  on  the  3rd. 


JUNE. — This  month  yielded  140*3  hours  of  sunshine,  giving 
a  daily  average  of  4*7  hours.  Rain  fell  on  7  days,  and  totalled 
0*97  inches.  The  maximum  shade  temperature  for  the  month  was 
79°  on  the  11th,  and  the  minimum  42°  on  the  19th.  The  lowest 
daily  maximum  was  60°  on  the  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  18th,  and  the 
highest  daily  minimum  was  58°  on  the  11th.  The  prevailing  wind 
was  north-west.  Thunderstorms  occurred  on  two  days. 

JULY. — The  maximum  temperature  was  82°  on  the  3rd. 
The  minimum  was  46°  on  the  8th.  The  lowest  daily  maximum 
was  62°  on  the  27th,  and  the  highest  minimum  was  63°  on  the  14th. 
Sunshine  recorded  during  the  month  was  116*1  hours.  Rain  fell 
on  11  days  and  totalled  2*29  ins.  The  prevailing  wind  was  south¬ 
west.  A  thunderstorm  occurred  on  the  15th. 

AUGUST. — The  maximum  shade  temperature  was  84°  on  the 
6th,  and  the  minimum  was  46°  on  the  15th,  16th  and  23rd.  The 
lowest  daily  maximum  was  65°  on  the  15th  and  26th,  and  the  highest 
minimum  61°  on  the  10th  and  11th.  There  were  179*5  hours  of 
bright  sunshine  during  the  month.  The  rainfall  was  3*30  ins., 
distributed  over  5  days.  The  prevailing  wind  was  north-east. 
Thunderstorms  occurred  on  the  13th,  14th  and  30th. 
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SEPTEMBER. — The  maximum  shade  temperature  was  77° 
on  the  7th.  The  minimum  shade  temperature  was  40°  on  the 
21st.  The  lowest  daily  maximum  was  56°  on  the  9th,  and  the 
highest  minimum  was  61°  on  the  7th.  The  amount  of  bright 
sunshine  recorded  for  the  month  was  140’2  hours.  2‘26  ins.  of 
rain  fell  and  was  distributed  over  11  days.  The  prevailing  wind 
was  south-west. 


OCTOBER. — The  maximum  shade  temperature  was  67°  on 
the  1st  and  2nd,  and  the  minimum  33°  on  the  18th.  The  lowest 
daily  maximum  was  48°  on  the  20th,  and  the  highest  minimum 
was  52°  on  the  1st,  7th,  8th  and  30th.  53*6  hours  of  sunshine 

were  recorded  during  the  month.  The  rainfall  was  2*18  ins.,  and 
distributed  over  1 1  days.  The  prevailing  wind  was  north-east.  5 
ground  frosts  were  recorded. 

NOVEMBER. — The  maximum  shade  temperature  registered 
during  the  month  was  55°  on  the  3rd,  and  the  minimum  was  22°  on 
the  14th.  The  lowest  daily  maximum  was  39°  on  the  16th,  and 
the  highest  minimum  47°  on  the  1st,  7th  and  8th.  The  lowest 
grass  minimum  was  13°  on  the  14th.  There  were  48*9  hours  of 
sunshine  during  the  month.  Rain  fell  on  9  days,  and  totalled  1*52 
ins.  The  prevailing  wind  was  east  and  north-east.  14  ground 
frosts  were  recorded. 

DECEMBER. — The  maximum  shade  temperature  was  54°  on 
the  22nd,  and  the  minimum  24°  on  the  18th  and  19th.  The  lowest 
daily  maximum  was  34°  on  the  6th,  and  the  highest  daily  minimum 
46°  on  the  1st.  The  sunshine  recorded  for  the  month  totalled  28*7 
hours.  The  total  rainfall  was  2*01  ins.,  and  fell  on  17  days.  The 
prevailing  wind  was  north-east.  20  ground  frosts  were  recorded. 
Snow  fell  on  5  days  and  a  gale  occurred  on  the  13th. 
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Table  XI. 

METEOROLOGICAL  AVERAGES  OF 
LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


For  the  57  Years,  1881  — 

-1937. 

— 

For  the  26 
years,  1912 
to  1937 

Month. 

Means 
of  Barom. 

9  a.m. 

Air  Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Sunshine 

Max. 

Min. 

Inches. 

Days. 

Hours 

J  anuary  . . . 

29'93 

44*9 

34*5 

2*12 

16 

42*1 

February... 

29*94 

45*1 

34*3 

1*63 

13 

59*4 

March 

29*93 

49*7 

36*1 

1*69 

15 

99*3 

April 

29*92 

54*0 

38*9 

2*03 

15 

128*1 

May 

29*95 

62*9 

44*8 

2*01 

14 

175'6 

June 

30*03 

677 

49*6 

1*58 

12 

185*6 

July 

29*94 

70'3 

53*4 

2*41 

15 

170*7 

August 

29*85 

69  *5 

527 

2*25 

15 

165*3 

September 

29*99 

64*5 

48*5 

2*13 

12 

124*0 

October  ... 

29*95 

57*2 

42*3 

2*25 

15 

94*1 

November 

29*89 

48*6 

36*9 

2*23 

15 

52*6 

December 

29*90 

45*8 

36*2 

2*31 

17 

34*2 

Means  and 
Totals 

29*94 

56*7 

42*4 

24*64 

174 

1331*0 
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Table  XII. 

PREVAILING  WINDS  AND  NUMBER  OF  DAYS 

PER  MONTH. 

(Observations  taken  at  9  a.m.,  G.M.T.) 


Year  1937. 


Calm 

N. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

S. 

s.w. 

w. 

N.W. 

J  anuary  ... 

4 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

14 

2 

1 

February... 

4 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

7 

9 

7 

March 

3 

... 

6 

4 

4 

5 

4 

5 

April 

4 

. . . 

5 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

8 

2 

6 

May 

11 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

1 

1 

9 

1 

2 

June 

2 

•  ■  • 

3 

2 

1 

3 

7 

2 

10 

J  uly  . 

4 

«  •  • 

1 

3 

2 

12 

4 

5 

August 

11 

•  •  • 

7 

. . . 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

3 

4 

September 

2 

3 

1 

... 

2 

1 

12 

4 

5 

October  ... 

7 

. . . 

9 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

5 

1 

5 

November 

10 

3 

5 

5 

1 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

December 

13 

4 

5 

1 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

Totals . 

75 

10 

48 

20 

20 

19 

86 

32 
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Table  XIII. 

TABLE  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  LEAMINGTON  SPA,  1937. 

Latitude  52°  18'  N.  Longitude  1°  30 '  W. 
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PARTICULARS  AS  TO  ADOPTIVE  ACTS, 
LOCAL  ACTS,  AND  BYELAWS. 


I.  — Adoptive  Acts. 

Burial  Acts,  1852-1905. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Local  Government  and  other  Officers’  Superannuation  Act, 
1922. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

II.  — Local  Acts. 

Leamington  Improvement  Act,  1843. 

Leamington  Priors  Local  Board  (Extension  of  Powers)  Act, 
1868. 

Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1886. 

Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1896. 

Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1902. 

III.  — Byelaws. 

Sanitary  Conveniences,  1897. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  1898.  Amended,  1932. 
Nuisances,  1898. 

Nuisances,  Removal  of  Offensive  Matter,  1898. 

Prevention  of  Waste,  Contamination,  etc.,  of  Water  of  the 
Corporation,  1899. 

Bathing,  1905. 

Keeping  of  Noisy  Animals,  1915. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1927. 

Nursing  Homes,  1928. 

Smoke  Abatement,  1929. 

Slaughter  Houses,  1932. 

Employment  of  Children,  1934. 

Nuisances  by  Dogs,  1935. 

IV.  — Orders,  Etc.,  in  Force  in  the  Borough. 

Orders  under  Shops  Acts. 

October,  1912. 

October,  1915. 

December,  1915. 

Regulations  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act, 
1886,  and  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order, 

1885. 
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AMBULMQE  FACILITIES . 

(a)  F or  Infections  Oases*  All  these 
are  removed  by  Ambulance  kept  at  Heat  hoot  e 
and  maintained  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 


(b)  For  Hon~ Infectious  and  Accident  Gases. 
The  Oorp oration  maintain  a  Motor  Ambulance. 

It  is  kept  at  the  Hire  Station  and  is  in  the 
charge  of  the  Police.  It  is  available  for 
all  accidents  and  also  for  the  removal  of 
patients  to  and  from  the  Hospital,  not  only 
in  the  Borough,  but  also  for  cases  within  a 
radius  of  15  miles. 


( c )  Other  Oases,  i.e.  Transport  to  Mortuary 
etc.  The  old  Ambulance  is  retained  for  this 
purpose  and  kept  at  the  Police  Depot  in  Chandos 
Street  * 


The  above  Ambulance  facilities  are 
considered  to  be  adequate. 
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